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® The hotel chain hasitseye on expandihg in Minnesota

by adding 16 more hotels to the 28 it has in the state.

By SUSAN FEYDER
sfeyder@startribune.com

Best Western International,
the world’s largest hotel chain,
is looking to expand in Minne-
sota, where it has 28 hotels.

Best Western has targeted 16

locations throughout the state

where it hopes to open ho-

tels, including Brooklyn Park,
Blaine, Forest Lake, Brainerd

and Grand Rapids, said Ro-
man Jaworowicz, director of
the chain’s region that encom-
passes Minnesota and seven
other states. Jaworowicz said
applications with Best West-
ern’s membershiporganization
are pending that could result in
five new hotels in Minnesotain
the next 15 months.

Phoenix-based Best West-
ern is a nonprofit membership
organization made up of inde-
pendently owned and operated
hotels. In 2004, the latest year
available, it had systemwide
revenue of $74 billion.

“We're not a cookie-cutter
operation,” Jaworowicz said.
While all Best Westerns must

meet some standards.— such
as providing free high-speed
Internet access, complimen-
tary breakfast and clocks, lair
dryers and ironing boards inall
rooms —. the hotels’ designs
and features can vary widely.

Some, such as the Best
Western Edgewater in Du-
luth, have waterparks. The re-
cently opened 35,000-square-
foot indoor waterpark and ar-
cade was part of a renovation
of the Duluth hotel that cost $§
million to $10 million, Jaworo-
wicz said. Other Best Westerns
focus more heavily on business
travelers with conference and
business centers.

“We depend on. our own-
ers and operators to know.the
market better than we do," Ja-
worowicz said.

He said his
doesn't expect rising gas pric-
es to keep travelers home this
summer. “People will spend

more time researching prices

on the Internet and planning

company -
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thelr tnps he sald "Instead
* of having a foad trip with mul-

tiplé stops, they’ll find a single

place they want to go to and
stay there longer.”
That optimistic view mir-

rors most-forecasts for the .
lodging -industry. -this. yeac
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rise:this. year .in revenue per
available roomny-a key indus-
try yardstick. Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers recently - projected
solid increases in daily room
rates nationwide.

Ryan breaks ground on

diabetes research center
Spring Point Project and Ry-

an Companies US Inc. began

construction last week on-a

biomedical facility that will re-
search cures for diabetes. New
Richmond, Wis.- based Spring
Point Project will use the facil:

ity to produce pigs to provide:

cell clusters suitable for clin-

" ical trials that could: begm as

- ear ly as 2009.

Spring Point is a nonprof-
it organization established to

develop premier resource an-
imals for the clinical trials. Its-
-research is aimed at develop-
ing protocols for effectivecell
transplants to. treat diabetes.

The organization is pursuing
collaborative research agree-

ments with the University of
~Minnesota and its. Diabetes

- Institute for Immunology and
Transplantatlon. In February,
university researchers report-
.ed that they had successful-
ly reversed diabetes in mon-
keys using transplanted cells
from p1gs.

Ryan is providing design,
development and construction
services for the site, which was
secured through Welsh Com-
panies. The animal housing fa-
cilities have been desigred to
meet Spring Point’s complex

; air handling, shower,.autoclav-

ing and sterilization require-
ments. The 21,000-square-
foot facility will comply with
all governument regutations for
producing animals whose or-

-gans ‘and tissues are suitable

for human transplants.
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